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Nevada Alzheimer’s State Champion Roles and Responsibilities
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The overall role of an Alzheimer’s State Champion is to represent the Alzheimer’s Association to state officials by developing and maintaining a positive relationship and regular communication with their assigned state official(s).  The ideal Ambassador will have excellent interpersonal skills and excellent communication skills, and of course, a passion to #ENDALZ!

Alzheimer’s State Champions represent the Alzheimer’s Association by carrying out the following core responsibilities:
· Represent the Alzheimer’s Association by establishing and maintaining regular communication with your legislator(s). Provide the legislator(s) with information and materials that can help their constituents, such as information about Association events, classes, and services in their district.

· Provide written or in-person testimony at Committee hearings on Association-supported bills. When an Alzheimer’s Association priority bill gets a hearing in Committee, State Champions should plan to attend the hearing and, if advised by Association staff, provide brief testimony in support of the bill.  Alzheimer’s Association staff will work with you to craft your testimony in advance.

· Plan, schedule, and participate in at least two in-person meetings with your legislator each Legislative session year. Association staff provide you with a meeting outline and content to discuss for each meeting.  One meeting should be before State Advocacy Day, and the other should be after State Advocacy Day.

· Invite your legislator to Alzheimer’s Association activities in his/her district. For example, if we’re holding an education conference or Walk to End Alzheimer’s in your legislators’ district, talk to your Alzheimer’s Association staff contact about inviting the legislator(s) to attend and/or speak at the event.  Even if they can’t attend, it always makes a positive impact to formally invite them.

· Attend Alzheimer’s Advocacy Day at the Legislature. Alzheimer’s State Champions should plan to attend Alzheimer’s Advocacy Day at the Legislature held biannually in Carson City.  At Advocacy Day you’ll hear from experts in the field on our policy priorities and how to discuss them with legislators, and then break out into teams and meet with members of the State Assembly and Senate to ask for their support.

· Report all your interactions with your legislator via our online state advocacy reporting system.  To make a report, go to: alzimpact.org/action.





Alzheimer’s State Champions are also encouraged, but not required, to participate in the following:
· Northern Nevada Regional Policy Committee meetings. State Champions are encouraged, but not required, to participate in meetings of the Northern Nevada Policy Committee every third Wednesday of the quarter, 5:30-7:00pm in the Alzheimer’s Association’s Reno office or by phone. The Committee provides an opportunity for updates and information sharing between all advocacy volunteers in Northern Nevada.

· Annual Nevada Policy Retreat. State Champions are encouraged to attend the Association’s annual half-day Advocacy Retreat. The Retreat provides an opportunity to do a “deep dive” on state and national policy with fellow Advocates and Association staff, and to work with peers on building your skills to improve your effectiveness as a State Champion and Alzheimer’s Advocate.

· Federal Policy Priorities. State Champions are encouraged to participate in national policy activities, including district office Congressional meetings with Congressional Ambassadors and Alzheimer’s Congressional Team members and our annual Advocacy Forum in Washington, D.C.

· Become an Alzheimer’s Impact Movement (AIM) member. AIM is the Alzheimer’s Association’s advocacy arm: a sister organization that funds the Association’s advocacy work and enables us to reach candidates and seated legislators on a deeper level. Recent victories in federal research funding would not have been possible without AIM working in tandem with Alzheimer’s Advocates, and the $20 annual membership fee funds this critical work.  To join, visit: www.alzimpact.org/join.

Alignment
Alzheimer’s State Champions are responsible for ensuring that all communications with their assigned legislative office and all other elected officials are fully in alignment with the Association’s policy priorities, and are conducted according to the highest ethical standards.  Similarly, because of their formal designation by and role on behalf of the Alzheimer’s Association, State Champions agree to work exclusively with and through the Alzheimer’s Association on Alzheimer’s policy so long as they elect to serve in this voluntary role.

To avoid conflicts of interest, State Ambassadors must not use their position to:
· Market any products, whether they have a financial interest in them or not, to their assigned legislator, legislative staff, or members of their Regional Policy Committee
· Conduct advocacy for any other organization’s policy priorities.

Alzheimer’s Association Staff Contacts
· Anakaren Lamas, Latino Outreach Specialist and State Affairs Lead, alamas@alz.org, 775.786.8061
· Niki Rubarth, Regional Director, nrubarth@alz.org, 775.786.8061
· Zack Smith, Public Policy Project Manager, zsmith@alz.org, 408.372.9938

Alzheimer’s Association of Northern Nevada
1301 Cordone Avenue, Suite 180
Reno, NV 89502
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