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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:			
Contact: Laura Beth Davis, Manager of Development, 901.565.0011, ldavis@alz.org		

ICONIC BUILDINGS AND LANDMARKS WILL SHINE PURPLE FOR ALZHEIMER'S AWARENESS

Bringing attention and concern to National Caregivers Month and the Alzheimer's Association Memphis Walk to End Alzheimer's. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – On Saturday, November 4, the Hernando DeSoto Bridge, Memphis' iconic, M-shaped bridge and Autozone Liberty Bowl will shine purple for National Caregivers Month and the Alzheimer's Association® Walk to End Alzheimer's. The Alzheimer’s Association® is inviting Memphis area businesses to join the fight to end Alzheimer’s by turning their lights purple in honor of the more than 15 million family and friends who provide care to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias in the United States.

"In Tennessee alone, there are more than 430,000 caregivers, and I am one of them," Brittany Murray, Walk chairwoman and Memphis resident, said.  "My mother, Sylvia, was diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer's at the age of 52. Now, at 56, she can barely walk and her vocabulary is only a handful of words. My greatest support system is my family, especially my husband Graham. He keeps the light shining when Alzheimer’s tries to make everything dark. I am also connected to a network of caregivers on social media, and we encourage each other to remain strong."

In addition, the Alzheimer's Association Memphis Walk to End Alzheimer's will be held on Nov. 4 at Tiger Lane at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium & Fairgrounds.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participants will complete a two-mile walk and learn about the disease, advocacy opportunities, clinical studies enrollment, and Alzheimer’s Association support programs and services. Walk participants will also join in a meaningful tribute to honor those affected by Alzheimer's. To sign up, go to alz.org/walk.

Every 66 seconds someone in the United States develops the disease. As the prevalence of Alzheimer’s continues to grow, the cost of care is escalating into the hundreds of billions, and it’s destroying our families, our finances and our future. Alzheimer's disease is the sixth-leading cause of death in the U.S. and the only disease among the top 10 causes that cannot be cured, prevented or even slowed. There are more than 5 million Americans living with Alzheimer's and more than 110,000 Tennesseans with the disease.  

Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s®
The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support and research. Since 1989, the Alzheimer’s Association mobilized millions of Americans in the Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk®; now the Alzheimer’s Association is continuing to lead the way with Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Together, we can end Alzheimer’s – the nation’s sixth-leading cause of death.  

Alzheimer's Association®
The Alzheimer’s Association is the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer’s care, support and research. Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health. Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s. Visit alz.org or call 800.272.3900.
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