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Minnesota 2011 Public Policy Platform

More than 103,000 Minnesota residents will be living with Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia by 2011. The Alzheimer’s Association is working across Minnesota to change the landscape of dementia care and services for those affected by Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. 
We call on our state policymakers to Prepare Minnesota for Alzheimer’s by 2020 in the following manner:  

Quantify the prevalence of the disease: Fewer than 50 percent of people with Alzheimer’s disease ever receive a diagnosis.  It is imperative that the prevalence of Alzheimer’s disease is measured and reported.    We urge our Minnesota legislators to:  
· Quantify the number of Minnesota citizens with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, their caregivers and their impact on community and state systems;  
· Quantify the rates and results of cognitive screening;
· Quantify the rates of dementia and Alzheimer’s diagnoses and prescribed care and treatment plans

Examine cost savings measurements.  The total cost of care for individuals with dementia is estimated to reach $20 billion dollars per year in Minnesota by 2050.  This cost will bankrupt the state and have an immense impact on our communities.  We urge Minnesota legislators to: 
· Review existing and forthcoming literature in order to estimate differences in the outcomes and costs of current practices for caring for those with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias;
· Replicate and expand evidence-based models to improve care and save money in the treatment of persons with Alzheimer’s and their caregivers;
· Support improved collaboration between medical care management and community-based supports.

Support and empower family caregivers.  Seventy percent of people with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias live at home, where they are cared for by family and friends. As the disease progresses, most families must also seek other sources of help. We urge Minnesota legislators to:
· Continue to strengthen the capacity of Minnesota to fight this devastating disease by the establishment of Prepare Minnesota for Alzheimer’s 2020. 

Federal level platform:
· Encourage members of Congress to sign onto the HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act which would improve detection, diagnosis, care and planning for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias;
· Encourage members of Congress to sign onto the Alzheimer’s Breakthrough Act authorizing $2 Billion in research funding for Alzheimer’s disease.

For additional information, contact:
Jan Mueller
(952) 857-0522       Jan.Mueller@alz.org 
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