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A Plan for the Future
In 2009 the Oklahoma State Plan was created to bring forth specific recommendations on dealing with Alzheimer’s in Oklahoma.  Completed with the help of Representative David Dank and Senator Tom Ivester and an Advisory Committee made up of professionals and advocates alike we are happy to say some of those recommendations have been realized.
But like every plan it is important to review and evaluate the content and this 2015 State Legislative year Senator Brian Crain has authored a bill formalizing a review process that will see the state plan reviewed and revised every 5 years.  Along with that review and revision there will be opportunities for progress to be reported to the legislature every year through the health committees in both the House and Senate.
On February 23, 2015 the Alzheimer’s Association will be at the State Capitol in Oklahoma City to meet with legislators about moving this legislation forward and continuing the vital effort of having a plan in place and that resources are allocated for its success.  If you wish more information about our “Day at the Capitol” please go to alz.org/Oklahoma /Advocate.

Advocating for the Cause
Alzheimer's Advocates play an important role in improving the quality of care and quality of life for people with Alzheimer’s disease and their families by carrying our message to elected officials at the federal, state and local levels.  In Oklahoma, an advocacy effort led to the first State Plan to address Alzheimer’s created in 2009.  There have been many successes resulting from the plan and none would have been possible if it weren’t for advocates speaking up!
On the federal level each of our congressional delegation members and their staffs need to hear from their constituents, YOU, about how they can make a difference in the fight against Alzheimer’s.
Oklahoma needs MORE advocates and this is where you can help:

As an advocate, you will be invited to:
· Receive regular updates about current legislative and public policy issues. 
· Communicate with elected officials via petitions, phone calls and other calls-to-action. 
· Participate in advocacy and policy-related events in your area.
· Share your story with other advocates.
With your help both our state and federal public policy makers will know fighting Alzheimer’s IS what their constituents want them to work toward.
For more information and to sign up to be an Alzheimer’s Advocate go to www.alz.org and click on the Advocate area.
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