


An estimated 5.3 million Americans have Alzheimer’s disease, the sixth-leading cause of death in the 
United States and the fifth-leading cause of death for those age 65 and older. It’s the only cause of 
death among the top 10 that cannot be prevented, cured or even slowed.

The number of Americans with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias will grow each year as 
the size and proportion of the U.S. population age 65 and older continue to increase. By 2050, the 
number of people with Alzheimer’s may reach as many as 16 million.

Alzheimer’s is a triple threat, with soaring prevalence, lack of treatment and enormous costs that no 
one can afford. If we’re going to address this triple threat, action must be taken by all levels of the 
government.
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STATE GOVERNMENT

Those with Alzheimer’s deserve to receive care from knowledgeable professionals. States must have 
adequate dementia-training laws that ensure all individuals employed in the delivery of care – across the 
care and support continuum – achieve and demonstrate competency.

Almost all people with Alzheimer’s will eventually need long-term care services and support, making 
Medicaid indispensable to individuals and families. Home- and community-based services must be expanded, 
and states must ensure Medicaid’s functional eligibility rules include cognitive disability.

       PUBLIC HEALTH

Early detection and diagnosis are key to planning for the future, accessing available treatments and support, 
and participating in clinical trials. Both the public and health care providers need to understand the benefits 
of an early Alzheimer’s diagnosis and the importance of discussing memory issues.

Certain aspects of healthy living such as physical activity and management of cardiovascular risk factors 
have been shown to reduce the risk of cognitive decline. To increase public awareness about these 
modifiable risk factors, brain health messages must be incorporated into public health programs  
and campaigns.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

While Congress has recently provided additional funding for Alzheimer’s research, the chronic underinvestment 
persists – and it continues to fall far short of what researchers say is needed to reach the goal of preventing 
and effectively treating Alzheimer’s by 2025. Due to medical breakthroughs, millions of people are surviving 
diseases that were once death sentences. Now it’s time for our first Alzheimer’s survivor.

Care planning immediately following an Alzheimer’s diagnosis can improve the quality of care, increase 
access to needed community services, ensure better care coordination and improve the long-term health of 
caregivers. Medicare must provide a care planning benefit for newly diagnosed individuals.

http://www.alz.org/advocacy/federal-priorities.asp#funding
http://www.alz.org/advocacy/federal-priorities.asp#hope
http://www.alz.org/advocacy/state-priorities.asp
http://alz.org/publichealth
http://www.alz.org/advocacy/state-priorities.asp#medicaid
http://www.alz.org/advocacy/state-priorities.asp#dementia
http://alz.org/publichealth/early-detection.asp
http://alz.org/publichealth/road-map.asp
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The Alzheimer’s Association® is the leading voluntary health 
organization in Alzheimer’s care, support and research. 

Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the 
advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and 
support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia 

through the promotion of brain health.

Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s®.

800.272.3900 | alz.org®

SHOP-15-000      000-00-0000

http://alz.org



